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FREE ENTERPRISE

ALTON S. NEWELL

The words Free Enterprise are rather new to some people. To some, they may also come under
suspicion as a scheme big business has devised to rip-off the helpless consumer. Not so!

The system of Free Enterprise has been around for a long time. From the very first it has been
a way of life for Americans. It has served our nation well. It goes back even farther than America.
In the Gospel of Matthew, going back approximately 2000 years, we have the parable of the
talents. A man took a journey into a far country. Before he left he distributed his possessions
unto his servants. To one he gave five talents, to one he gave two talents and to the third man he
gave one talent. He had given to each one what he considered to be the amount they would be
able to handle with their ambition and ability. He must have been a good judge of men because
the one to whom he had given five talents returned to him ten when he came back. The one to
whom he dad given two talents had also double his to four. The one whom he had trusted with
only one talent had buried it in the ground so he wouldn’t lose it. He must have not believed in
the Free Enterprise System and possibly thought profit was a dirty word. He was reprimanded
while the other two were two were rewarded. That’s Free Enterprise!

Unfortunately, Free Enterprise is being shoved aside today to the peril of America. It is almost
unbelievable but this is being done by the Federal Government. Federal Bureaucracy is run-
ning rampant in our land. The tentacles of this bureaucracy are reaching farther, faster and
deeper into the lives of Americans than ever before.

When Mr. Carter was elected President a few months ago many said he was elected by special
groups. Some said it was labor, others said it was the blacks and some even said it was the
Southern Baptists.

I believe that Mr. Carter received the majority of the votes of the people because they believed
what he was telling them, that the government bureaucracy had gotten out of hand. I believe it
is still out of hand and getting worse. I see nothing on the horizon to slow it down.

Take the case of the energy crisis. Washington would rather put a fifty cent per gallon tax on
gasoline to discourage its use than let the price find its own level. They would rather limit the
size of car you drive to cut down on usage than to increase supply.

Now, dear fellow American, let us ponder carefully the fact that the same government that can
tell you what size car to drive can also tell you what size house you can live in. Free Enterprise
and Individual Freedom go hand in hand. Let’s fight hard to preserve them.

NEWELL SALVAGE COMPANY




¢ A New Year’s Letter Praising
GOD AND COUNTRY

Dear Uncle Sam:
Since you have been the object of much criticism lately, both from within and without your borders.
I ' would like to writeé you a few words of praise to brighten your New Year

In the past two years | have travelled in most all the countries of the world. In most all the places |
visited | saw Irrefutable evigence of your deep concern for the wellare of all the pecple of the globe. Your
| men inuniform are scattered throughout the worid, Not a one of them [s there 1o conquer any space or
subdue a human being. They are at their assigned places to insure that free men willl remain free. Many
white crosses there give evidence to the sacrifice made by those who never returned to their nomeland.
Twice in my lifetime you have joined other free nations to put down those who wauld enslave thelr fellow
man. You beat your enemies to the ground only to pick them up again and dust them off, bind up.their
wounds and tenderiy nurse them back to health again. in many cases you provided them with more modern
and sophisticated equipment than we have at home. Your sclentists. engineers and techniclans are busy
all over the world togay 1o help people obtain a more abundant life. Your doctors. nurses and many helpers
are fighting the effects of disease and poverty In underdeveloped and, In some cases, over-populated
countries of the world Most of the people of the free world appreciate this and praise you for It and pray
that you will not become discouraged enough o cease your engeavor. | pray for you and thank God for you,
dear Uncle. because you have done so much for me.

| was born in a tent In Oklahoma and grew up in poverty. My parents were sharecroppers and moved
trom farm to farm. In the fall of 1922 they took their six children and heacded west and became migrant
workers. Seven or eight months |ater we reached Cailtornia In time for the truit harvest and became known,
along with others, as “fruil tramps.” The next year my parents separated wnen | was ten years of age.
All the children, ranging Iin age from two to fourteen. went with my father and for several years wenl back
and forth from Texas to California working our way along. We went to school when we were in one place
long enoudn for the truant officers to find us. Getting an education under these conditions was difficult,
but with the nelp of many others we all made It to high school...Qur father's heaith was not good anag he
also developed a serious drinking problem. The two youngest children had to be sent to their grandparents
for a while. but we soon got back together again. We finally settled down out west and began our slow
climb out of poverty. Many people helped us along the way. Thank you. dear Lncle. for allowing God to
pless us through you

I'sit today at the top of eight companies one of which Is doing business all over the world. | do not
clalm even a small amount of genius for myseil. but would like to tell the world that our system of govern-
ment gives a better chance to the individual 10 have a good life than any system known to man. | do not
belittle those who have been unable [o reach their goal but offer my experience for thelr encouragement
and also to encourage those who have it made to help those who don't. | could never go back and find and
thank all those whose lives touched and enriched mine. 50 to make up for it, | will try to help and encourage l|
others. [ count ita privilege 1o support my church and other worthwhile causes. | don't mind paying income
taxes because they are an ingdication ot material blessings. So dear Uncle Sam. don't et anyone tamper
with your system of government uniess they tirst show you a better cne. Thanks for listening ang Happy
New Year

Sincerely yours,

Alton S. Newel|

President

NEWELL MANUFACTURING COMPANY
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